TRANSITION BLACK ISLE  APPLE PRESSING EQUIPMENT
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Equipment list:  

Trailer

Hitch lock and 1 key

Padlock and 1 key

Apple crusher and pallet
Apple press

Polythene buckets (large) x 4 
Straining bags (x 2)

Socket spanner to adjust trailer’s supporting feet

Large funnel

5 litre plastic jug

2 x 1 litre plastic jugs

Conditions of use

Transition Black Isle is a voluntary group and provides this equipment in good faith in order to encourage people to make best use of local produce.

We ask you to pay the following: 

£5 for TBI members (£10 for non-members) which will help us cover some of our costs. 

£10 deposit to cover cleaning/ minor damage.  We will check the equipment and that we are happy that it is in good clean condition. 

Both the fee and deposit can be paid in cash or as two separate cheques payable to Transition Black Isle. The cheque for the deposit will be destroyed if we are satisfied with the inspection upon return.

You are responsible for the security and condition of the equipment – including the trailer while it is ‘booked out’ to you. You will be asked to ensure the equipment is clean and in good order before you take it.  You will be expected to pay for any loss or damage that is done to any equipment you borrow. The total value of the equipment is over £2,000. The equipment must be returned clean and ready for the next person. It is likely that it will have a short period of intense use, so extensions are unlikely.

TRAILER

As in any aspect of motoring, you are responsible for your vehicle and the trailer, which means that you need to satisfy yourself that your vehicle is suitable for towing the trailer, and that the trailer is road worthy.  Please make sure that you are satisfied with all aspects of the trailer’s roadworthiness including tyres, lights and the hitch.  Please note the maximum speed limit when towing a trailer is 50 mph where the national speed limit applies or 60 mph on a dual carriageway.   You will need to supply a rectangular yellow number plate to insert into the holder.
The trailer is supplied with a hitch lock, and you must use this when the trailer is left unattended either on or off, of your car. If it or its contents are stolen you will be expected to pay for replacements.  

When accessing the trailer, if it is unhitched from the towing vehicle, the two supporting feet must be lowered and locked in position. This is done by loosening the bolts at the outside rear corner of the trailer (using the socket spanner supplied) until the feet drop down into position. 

Remember to raise and lock the feet in the raised position before pulling the trailer.

Guidelines for use of the Apple Press and Crusher

A minimum of two people will make the crushing and pressing process easier.
The press, crusher, buckets and straining bags will be supplied clean and dry and must be returned in the same condition. You must inspect the equipment and satisfy yourself that it is in a safe hygienic condition before you use it. A rinse with clean water before use is recommended. If you are not satisfied please do not use it, and contact Duncan Scott on 07923 829542 

The Crusher is designed for hard fruit e.g. apples and pears and not for soft fruit or vegetables.

In order to produce juice, the fruit must first of all be crushed.

To crush fruit

Wash then chop apples into quarters or smaller if the apples are very large. Some people cut out bad portions of fruit, others found it wasn’t necessary.


Place the crusher onto the pallet, locating the legs in the holes. Place a large bucket below to collect the crushed fruit, gradually tipping apples into the hopper as the handle on the crusher is turned. 

When you think you have enough crushed apples to fill the press set up the press.

To press fruit

Undo the side screws on the Press so that the pressing plate can be lifted out of the drum and over to one side.

Place the coarse straining bag inside the drum so that the top edge overlaps the top of the drum.

Fill the bag ½ - ¾ full with crushed apples, making sure that it is level at the top.

Twist the top of the bag then fold over on top of the crushed apples. Attention must be paid to drawing the material well over the fruit so that it doesn’t get pinched and damaged between the pressing plate and the drum.

Align the pressing plate carefully over the crushed apples and tighten side screws.

Place bucket or large jug on the floor to collect juice.

Turn press arm to screw the pressing plate down onto the apples. A scraping noise as the pressing plate is lowered is normal. Continue to turn the press arm until it is as tight as you can manage—this process may need 2 people.

Raise pressing plate when juice stops running.

Remove bag containing the pressed fruit and repeat the process with more crushed fruit as necessary. The fruit that has been pressed can be composted or fed to animals.
WASHING THE PRESS 
Wash and dry the straining bags.

Remove drum from the press and thoroughly wash the drum, the crusher, and the press. Remember to check underneath all parts particularly the pressing plate and the juice collector.

Dry.
If the screw thread for the pressing plate needs lubricating - please advise TBI. (DO NOT PUT ANY OIL ON THE SCREW THREAD).

Problems?  Please advise TBI when the press is returned.
RISK ASSESSMENT
Severity Rating   1. Trivial Injury 
 


2. Requires 1st Aid and day off 
 3. “minor” injury ( 3 days +) 
4. Fatal, disabling or multiple injury

Frequency Rating 1.  Improbable- unlikely though conceivable
2. Possible


 3. Occasional 1-2 yr

4. Regular occurrence

Risk Rating
 16-9 Exercise to cease or area isolated
8-6 Control or further measures to be introduced
5-1  Acceptable. No remedial action necessary.

	Associated hazard/ harm potential  Specific activity
	Persons at risk


	Control Measures in place to reduce risk
	Severity x frequency = Risk Rating

	Unloading and unloading the press - and manual handling into position.  This is a heavy awkward object, with a risk of back injury.
	Anybody who moves it
	Kept in trailer to minimize handling. Handle with two people. Lift with legs bent rather than back.  Anybody with back problems should not carry
	3           x        1         =  3

	Back injury from use of the press. It requires twisting and some pressure.  


	Users
	Final pressure should be applied by two people (one handed each - to avoid damaging the press) Anybody with back problems should not carry out this operation
	3           x        1         =  3

	Infectious disease from contamination by poor cleaning or dirty apples.

	All consumers
	For community events - Advise apples should be washed and inspected for cleanliness before they go into the press. Dirty apples should be rejected. Apples must not have been in contact with Farmyard manure.
Between sessions (community or individual) the press and associated equipment should be thoroughly washed. Each user must decide whether they are confident in the quality of the produce before they consume it.
	4            x       1         =  4  


Acceptance form      Please tick each of the following

I have read the conditions and guidelines

I have read the risk assessment

My fruit has not been in contact with manure

I agree with the conditions stated and accept that Transition Black Isle accept no liability for any injury or illness of any kind resulting from the use of the equipment or produce.  I agree to return the equipment on time and in a condition ready for the next user.  Please fill in the declaration below:

Name:


Address:

Telephone:

e-mail:

Signed (or type in name if sending by email):

Date: 

Please can you email this document to: glenugie@hotmail.com, or bring a signed copy along with you Glenugie, Carn Mor, Culbokie, IV7 8NA
DUNCAN SCOTT�Glenugie, Carn Mor, Culbokie, IV7 8NA


Email: Glenugie@hotmail.com


Mobile: 07923829542/01349870922





You will need.


A car fitted with a tow ball and a rectangular number plate


Knives/ chopping boards


Container/ bag for pulp disposal


Containers for juice


Water/ hose for cleaning equipment


Cloths for drying equipment


Strong table for working on


Clean working area


Apples! 


A safe parking place





























